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INTRODUCTION 
 
This DIY guide is intended for personal pet owners whose dogs received their rabies vaccina7ons outside 
the United States and who would like to import their dogs into the U.S. from high-risk countries.   
 
The import process can be completed by owners with the assistance of their veterinarians.  The 
requirements are not complicated, except for the rules that apply to rabies 7ter tests, but your 
veterinarian can take care of the 7ter test details.  Doing the work yourself is only a maCer of having 
7me, careful planning, aCen7on to detail and perseverance.  There is a large volume of informa7on in 
this guide, but do not be discouraged, you can read through it at your own pace, and you can read only 
certain sec7ons.  It can be done! 
 
The guide is divided into five sec7ons as shown in the table of contents.  Readers can begin with any 
sec7on based on their exis7ng knowledge, need for specific informa7on and level of interest.  There is 
some duplica7on of content across the sec7ons as not everyone will read the en7re document. 
 
In the United States, the Centers for Disease Control and Preven9on (CDC) is the federal agency 
responsible for dog import rules that are intended to prevent the spread of canine rabies.  The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) also has import rules for dogs from countries where certain other 
diseases are present.  Both sets of agency rules apply to all dogs entering or returning to the U.S. 
         

Ø Can I bring my dog into the United States from a high-risk country? 
 
Dogs that have been in a high-risk country at any 7me during the 6 months prior to arrival are 
required to follow the CDC rules for high-risk imports.  These dogs are allowed to enter the U.S. if 
certain condi7ons and import requirements are met.  Dogs present in high-risk countries that have 
not received a rabies vaccina7on are not allowed to enter the U.S.  There is no limit on the number 
of dogs an owner can import. 

Dogs that have received rabies vaccina7ons outside the U.S. must meet the requirements for 
foreign-vaccinated dogs.  Here is the link to the related page on the CDC website:  
hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/foreign-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html  
 
Dogs that have both a current (unexpired) rabies vaccina7on administered in the United States and a 
valid import document will follow the import requirements for U.S.-vaccinated dogs at this link: 
hGps://www.cdc.gov/importa9on/dogs/us-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html   
 If your U.S.-vaccinated dog does not meet these requirements (the U.S. rabies vaccina7on has 
expired or you do not have the required document to return your dog to the U.S.), then you must 
follow the rules for foreign-vaccinated dogs described in this Guide. 
 

Ø What countries are classified as high-risk for CDC dog import purposes? 
 
You can find a list of the high-risk countries here:   
hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/foreign-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/us-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/bringing-an-animal-into-the-united-states/high-risk.html
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OVERVIEW OF DOG IMPORT REQUIREMENTS 
 

To import foreign-vaccinated dogs that have been present in a high-risk country within 6 months of U.S. 
arrival, there are several CDC import requirements and a number of other requirements that may apply.  
Expect to spend a considerable amount of 7me researching these various requirements, coordina7ng 
the logis7cs of veterinary visits, comple7ng import/export documents, determining a U.S. arrival date, 
making an advance reserva7on at a CDC-registered animal care facility and arranging air transporta7on. 

 
Ø Centers for Disease Control and Preven9on (CDC) requirements 

•  dog must: 

- be at least 6 months of age upon arrival (there are no excep7ons) 

- be microchipped (readable for a universal scanner) 

- appear healthy upon arrival  

- have received at least one rabies vaccina7on on or aQer the age of 12 weeks 

•  foreign veterinarian completes an examina7on and issues the required CDC import document 
(Cer$fica$on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina$on and Microchip) that also requires endorsement by 
the official government veterinarian of the departure country 

•  owner must: 

- obtain a rabies 7ter test  -OR-  their dog must complete a 28-day quaran7ne upon arrival 

- obtain an advance reserva7on at a CDC-registered animal care facility 

- complete and submit a CDC Dog Import Form 

 

Other requirements that may apply: 
 
Ø Live animal export requirements of the departure country  

Many countries require owners to obtain exams, treatments and/or documents to ensure that dogs 
leaving the country are healthy and free of parasites and disease.  These requirements are in 
addi7on to the CDC dog import rules. 

 
Ø Airline pet travel policies 

Airlines transpor7ng dogs on interna7onal flights typically require a veterinary health cer7ficate to 
evidence that the dog is fit to fly. 

 
Ø CDC-registered animal care facility requirements 

Animal care facili7es may require evidence of vaccina7ons for diseases other than rabies. 
 
Ø USDA/APHIS requirements for dogs from countries where certain diseases are present  

USDA regula7ons currently apply to dogs visi7ng countries where screwworm and/or foot-and-
mouth disease are present.  These requirements are in addi7on to the CDC dog import rules.  
hCps://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs   

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs


 
 
 
 

SECTION  2 
 
 

Questions & Answers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 - 3 - 

GENERAL 
 

Ø Are there any excep9ons to the import rules for foreign-vaccinated dogs present in high-risk 
countries?   

There is a limited excep7on for service dogs (not including emo7onal support dogs) arriving at a U.S. 
seaport by cruise ship.  These service dogs must meet the vaccina7on, tes7ng and documenta7on 
requirements, but they do not have to be processed through a CDC-registered animal care facility.   
There is also an excep7on that applies to dogs of U.S. government employees traveling on official 
orders; these owners follow an alterna7ve import process.   
 

Ø Is there a process for owners who have an urgent need to enter the U.S. with their dogs? 

There is no alterna7ve, expedited process to bring a foreign-vaccinated dog (including service dogs) 
into the U.S. when an owner has a 7me-limited need to travel to the U.S.  There are a few possible 
ways to shorten the process, but it can be expensive (footnote 1). 
 

Ø Will my foreign-vaccinated dog be required to quaran9ne in the U.S.? 

Dogs will not be subject to a mandatory 28-day quaran7ne as long as a valid rabies 7ter test is 
provided in addi7on to the required rabies vaccina7on and import documents.  All dogs are held at 
the CDC-registered animal care facility un7l examined and revaccinated which is typically not more 
than one night unless owners arrive on a weekend or there are addi7onal health tests/treatments 
that the CDC determines are needed. 
 

Ø Will bringing my foreign-vaccinated dog into the U.S. under the rules for high-risk countries involve 
significant costs? 

Yes, import costs for foreign-vaccinated dogs present in high-risk countries are significant.  These 
costs will include charges for veterinary exams/treatments, blood draws and issuance of CDC import 
documents; laboratory fees for rabies 7ter tests; and the service fees of CDC-registered animal care 
facili7es.  Total import costs can be $2,000 - $3,000 USD (excluding dog transporta7on charges), and 
substan7ally more than this if your dog is required to be quaran7ned.  The current cost of a 28-day 
quaran7ne is in the range of $4,000 USD. 
 

Ø What op9ons are available if I need help impor9ng my dog? 

There are many businesses around the world that offer various services to assist owners with the 
dog import process and/or transporta7on.  You can search for pet relocators, transporters and flight 
nanny businesses in your area and also for members of the Interna7onal Pet and Animal 
Transporta7on Associa7on (IPATA) which is a non-profit associa7on of members that provide these 
types of services.   

 
 

Footnote 1:  You can choose not to submit a rabies 0ter test, but this will require that your dog be quaran0ned in the U.S. for 28-days (the 
quaran0ne period can be shortened in some cases);  you can leave your dog with family or a boarding facility un0l the import requirements 
are completed;  you can enter the U.S. before the 28-day wai0ng period aDer the blood sample is drawn for a 0ter test (as long as you 
have the test results before departure), but this will require quaran0ne for the remaining days of the wai0ng period; and/or you can ask 
the animal care facility if they are able to accommodate your circumstances and provide a reserva0on on short no0ce (the facili0es do try 
to help if they have space). 
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TIMING OF THE IMPORT PROCESS 
 
Ø How soon do I need to begin preparing to import my dog? 

Because it is 7me-consuming to complete all of the CDC import requirements and obtain an advance 
reserva7on from a CDC-registered animal care facility, it is highly recommended that you begin 
preparing at least 45-60 days, and preferably 90 days, in advance of your planned U.S. arrival date.   

 
Ø What parts of the import process take the most 9me to complete? 

•  Rabies 9ter test (if you choose to submit one)   Obtaining a rabies 7ter test is oQen a 7me-consuming 
task that may take several weeks depending on whether the blood sample must be shipped to a 
CDC-approved laboratory in another country (only 11 high-risk countries currently have approved 
labs) and the volume of tests being processed by the lab at that par7cular 7me.  In addi7on, if a 
dog is receiving its first valid rabies vaccina7on aQer a microchip is placed, a blood sample can not 
be drawn for the rabies 7ter test un7l at least 30 days aQer the vaccina7on was administered.  
And, if there is a failed 7ter test, it will have to be repeated (footnote 2).   

 
•  Reserving space at a CDC-registered animal care facility   At this 7me there are only a small 

number of registered facili7es located at a handful of U.S. airports.  For most of the facili7es, an 
advance reserva7on request typically needs to be submiCed 30 to 45 days prior to departure to 
ensure space is available on your planned arrival date. 

 
•  Air transporta9on   Depending on your departure country and par7cular circumstances, it is likely 

to take 7me to iden7fy an airline that transports dogs into the U.S., offers flights to your chosen 
U.S. airport and has seats/dog spaces available on your preferred arrival date.  Be careful not to 
underes7mate how much 7me will be needed for this step. 

 
Ø What is the earliest my dog can enter the U.S.? 

If a rabies 7ter test is being submiCed to avoid a 28-day quaran7ne in the U.S., dogs must wait at 
least 28 calendar days aQer the blood sample is drawn for the 7ter test to enter the U.S.  If a dog 
arrives in the U.S. with a passing rabies 7ter test but without wai7ng the full 28 days, the dog must 
quaran7ne at the animal care facility for the remainder of this wai7ng period. 

For some dogs, another 30-day wai7ng period will apply before a blood sample can be drawn for the 
rabies 7ter test, which then adds to the 28-day wai7ng period a<er the blood sample is drawn, 
making a total of 58 days aQer the dog receives a valid rabies vaccina7on before entering the U.S. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Footnote 2:   Titer test failures are not uncommon.  There are several reasons for 0ter failures which include, for example, a 
rabies vaccine that had expired, was not stored properly, or was not administered properly;  a blood sample that was 
improperly stored or handled; and some dogs have a weak or slow immune response to the vaccine. 
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FLYING WITH YOUR DOG 
 
Ø Can my dog arrive at any U.S. airport? 

No.  You can only arrive at one of the U.S. airports with a CDC-registered animal care facility (and 
dogs cannot enter the U.S. at land border crossings).  No other U.S. domes7c flights or connec7ons 
are permiCed un7l a<er your dog has been released by the animal care facility at your first U.S. port 
of entry.  As of this wri7ng, the available U.S. airports include New York (JFK), Philadelphia (PHL), 
Washington D.C. (IAD), Atlanta (ATL), Miami (MIA) and Los Angeles (LAX). 
 

Ø Can I apply for a reserva9on at the animal care facility without having purchased my airline 9cket? 

You do NOT need to purchase an airline 7cket before submilng your reserva7on request, but you 
do need to have determined a possible i7nerary and U.S. arrival date.  Because space is limited at 
the facili7es, especially during heavy travel and holiday 7mes of the year, you may not be able to 
enter the U.S. on your preferred travel date and you may need to arrive at a different port of entry.  
For these reasons, you do not want to purchase an airline 7cket before making sure that the facility 
of your choice will have space available for your dog, unless your 7cket is fully refundable and/or can 
be changed with minimal fees. 

 
Ø Can my dog fly with me in the aircraW cabin or as excess checked baggage in the cargo hold?  

Can my dog fly without me as a cargo shipment? 

Your dog can fly any of these three ways as long as the airline allows it and the CDC-registered 
animal care facility can receive dogs arriving these ways.  Check with both the airline and animal care 
facility before commilng to a transport method. 
 

Ø Can someone other than the dog’s owner travel with a dog into the U.S.? 

Yes, the owner can designate another person to fly with his/her dog, there are currently no 
restric7ons or condi7ons on who can accompany dogs into the U.S.    
 

Ø What happens when I arrive at the U.S. airport? 
 
Although individual airports may differ to some extent, the following is generally how it works, 
except at LAX where arrivals are handled differently. 
 
AQer landing at the U.S. port of entry, typically all passengers first pass through a U.S. customs and 
border sta7on where their personal documents are checked and where you will declare that you are 
traveling with a dog.  You are then directed to a secondary border sta7on/office where your dog’s 
import documents are reviewed, and the officer contacts the animal care facility to pick up your dog. 
An officer will escort you to the baggage claim area where the animal care facility will arrive to take 
your dog to their facility.  You can retrieve your dog from the oversized baggage area but not remove 
him/her from the crate (the facility will provide water and food once the dog arrives at the facility).  
You then exit the airport and pick up your dog directly from the facility aQer they have contacted you 
to confirm that the exam, revaccina7on and U.S. customs clearance have been completed.   
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ADVANCE RESERVATION AT A CDC-REGISTERED ANIMAL CARE FACILITY 
 
Ø Is processing my dog through a CDC-registered facility op9onal? 

No.  All foreign-vaccinated dogs present in high-risk countries within 6 months of arrival MUST be 
examined and revaccinated at a CDC-registered animal care facility, there are no excep7ons.  This 
step is not op9onal even if you have completed all the necessary tests, exams and import 
documents for your dog. 

 
Ø How much will it cost? 

The animal care facili7es are private businesses not owned or operated by the CDC, therefore each 
facility sets its own pricing.  The facility staff act as your liaison with the USDA veterinarian (who is 
responsible for your dog’s exam and revaccina7on) and the CDC for final clearance so that you are 
reunited with your dog as soon as possible.   
 
The total cost will depend on which facility you choose to use, which addi7onal charges apply to 
your reserva7on (e.g., weekend arrivals) and which op7onal services you select (if any).  Current 
costs for only the CDC-required services total approximately $1,000 - $1,700 USD.  These prices 
typically include customs brokerage fees to clear your dog through U.S. customs but not at every 
facility, in which case you also need to hire a customs broker or ask the facility to provide a broker for 
you.  Some facili7es maintain price lists on their websites, and price quotes are generally available 
upon request.   

 
Ø How do I submit a reserva9on request? 

The CDC-registered animal care facili7es are listed here together with their contact informa7on: 
hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/approved-care-facili7es.html.  Some facili7es provide online 
reserva7on request forms on their websites, others handle requests by email or phone.    If you have 
a limited 7me window to arrive in the U.S., you can call the facility and ask if it is possible for them to 
accommodate you on short no7ce, but this en7rely depends on whether space is available. 
 

Ø What is required to request a reserva9on?  

The informa7on required by each facility may vary, but at a minimum you will need:  a Cer$fica$on 
of Foreign Rabies Vaccina$on and Microchip document completed by your vet (or a draQ), laboratory 
report on the rabies 7ter test (unless you plan to quaran7ne your dog for 28 days at the facility upon 
arrival),  CDC Dog Import Form, and photos of your dog and the dog’s teeth (for age evalua7on, see 
example on page 30).  Other medical records and/or evidence of addi7onal vaccina7ons may be 
required by the facility (such as distemper, bordetella, etc.). 

 
Ø Do I need a customs broker to clear my dog through U.S. customs aWer revaccina9on? 

Yes, a customs broker is required to clear your dog through U.S. customs, just as every person 
entering the U.S. must be cleared through customs.   A customs broker is an individual or business 
licensed to perform customs clearance services.  Some of the animal care facili7es include this 
brokerage service in their base service fee (using their customs broker), or you can request that the 
facility provide this service for an added fee.    

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/approved-care-facilities.html
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Ø How long will my dog need to stay at the facility before being released for pick-up? 
 
This en7rely depends on what day and 7me your dog arrives and the opera7ons of each facility.  
Generally speaking, dogs that arrive in the morning on weekdays (not a holiday) can be cleared the 
same day, although this depends on whether the CDC requires more informa7on/tests and how 
promptly the CDC clears dogs aQer examina7on and revaccina7on.  Dogs arriving in the aQernoon 
may not be cleared un7l the following day, so plan to spend at least one night before your dog is 
released.  Dogs arriving late on Friday stay over the weekend un7l the next business day. 
 

Ø When will I receive confirma9on of my reserva9on? 

Once the facility receives a reserva7on request with all the required documenta7on, their staff 
review it and also submit all paperwork to the CDC for its review and clearance.  Once that process 
has been completed, the facility and CDC will provide confirma7on of the reserva7on.  You may 
receive an ini7al communica7on from the facility indica7ng that space is available for your arrival 
date, but official confirma$on of the reserva7on will be sent at some point closer to your arrival 
date.  The 7meline for this can vary significantly depending on a number of factors, there is no 
prescribed confirma7on schedule or deadline.  The reserva9on confirma9on must be presented to 
the airline at check-in for departure. 

                  
Links:  CDC main website for foreign-vaccinated dogs in high-risk countries 

hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/foreign-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html 
 

Cer-fica-on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina-on and Microchip document and instruc9ons 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/pdf/347457A_FRM_NCEZID_Foreign_vacc_dog-508.pdf 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/hcp/dog-importa7on/instruc7ons-comple7ng-the-
 cer7fica7on-of-foreign-rabies-vaccina7on-and-microchip-form.html 
 
CDC Dog Import Form and instruc9ons 
 hCps://cdc-786687.workflowcloud.com/forms/090dc543-7b2f-4538-b2c7-2919d12ecc73 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/dog-import-form-instruc7ons.html 
  
Other CDC websites:  

High-risk country lis7ng 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/high-risk-countries.html 
 
CDC-registered animal care facili7es 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/approved-care-facili7es.html 
 
CDC-approved laboratories for rabies 7ter tes7ng 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/approved-labs.html 
 
CDC frequently asked ques7ons 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/faqs.html 
 
CDC informa7on for veterinarians 
 hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/hcp/dog-importa7on/index.html 
 

USDA/APHIS website for dog imports 
 hCps://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs  

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/foreign-vaccinated-high-risk-countries.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/pdf/347457A_FRM_NCEZID_Foreign_vacc_dog-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/hcp/dog-importation/instructions-completing-the-%09certification-of-foreign-rabies-vaccination-and-microchip-form.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/hcp/dog-importation/instructions-completing-the-%09certification-of-foreign-rabies-vaccination-and-microchip-form.html
https://cdc-786687.workflowcloud.com/forms/090dc543-7b2f-4538-b2c7-2919d12ecc73
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/high-risk-countries.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/approved-care-facilities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/approved-labs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/hcp/dog-importation/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION  3 
 
 

Checklist of Key Tasks, Documents and Dates 
 



 

 
 

- 8 - 

 
 

 

         print this checklist in landscape format

Check if  * Earliest Possible Planned or 
Completed   Completion Date Scheduled Date Notes

TARGET  U.S.  ARRIVAL  DATE  -------------> ✓

TASKS

•   Microchip implanted or confirmed
 confirm that microchip is readable with a universal
 scanner, your vet can check this

•   Rabies vaccination (after microchip placed)

dog's very first vaccinaton  must be on or after 12 weeks of age

* or *            

most recent booster vaccination

expiration date of current vaccination  check that expiry is after U.S. arrival date

•   Rabies titer test (if you choose to submit one)

blood sample drawn by veterinarian   *
 * vet may need to wait 30 days before drawing the blood 
 sample, refer to criteria for titer test on pages 16-17

blood sample sent to CDC-approved laboratory  ask vet to expedite shipment to lab if time is short

test report received and result checked  titer result must be equal to or greater than 0.5 IU/mL

28-day waiting period after 
blood sample draw to enter the U.S.   *  * calculate to be 28 days from date of blood sample

•   Reservation at CDC-registered animal care facility

reservation request submitted  request reservation 30 - 45 days in advance of arrival

reservation confirmed by facility

expected date of dog's release

This spreadsheet can be used as a simple checklist, or you can 
use it to also determine and record the dates associated with tasks 
and documents which will help you to schedule various 
appointments and identify a possible date of U.S. arrival.

This column identifies 
tasks and documents 
with specific timing 

requirements.
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Check if  * Earliest Possible Planned or 
Completed   Completion Date Scheduled Date Notes

TARGET  U.S.  ARRIVAL  DATE  -------------> ✓

DOCUMENTS

•   CDC import documents

‣  Certification of Foreign Rabies Vaccination & Microchip  submit copy to animal care facility when endorsed

signed by examining veterinarian   *  * calculate to be 30 days prior to U.S. arrival

government veterinarian endorsement

‣  CDC Dog Import Form  submit copy of receipt to animal care facility

Form completed and CDC receipt received   
 for dogs less than one year old - take photo within 
 15 days of U.S. arrival

information on form rechecked before departure  make sure U.S. airport and departure date are correct

•   Departing country EXPORT documents, if required

‣  Export health certificate

issued/signed by examining veterinarian   *  * determine necessary timing

endorsed by authorized government office   *  * determine necessary timing

‣ Export permit

issued by authorized government office   *  * determine necessary timing

•   Airline health certificate (fit-to-travel), if required   *  * typically required within 10 days of departure -- 
airlines may accept export health certificate instead

•   USDA free-of-screwworm certificate, if required   *  * calculate to be 5 days prior to departure --
 may be part of your country's export process

 * calculation note: To determine waiting time for the 
 blood sample and U.S. entry, the first day after the 
 vaccination/blood sample draw is day number 1.  You 
 can use the second part of this date calculator to check 
 the number of days.

https://www.calculator.net/date-calculator.html
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Step through the CDC dog import process 
 
Ø How do I begin the import process? 

 

1. Read through all of the CDC and other dog import requirements so that you are generally 
familiar with what is needed.  Gather together the documenta7on you have on your dog’s 
medical records and vaccina7on cer7ficates. 
 

2. U.S. port of entry airport   
Determine which U.S. port of entry with a CDC-registered animal care facility you prefer to use 
for arrival in the U.S. (as of this wri7ng, the available U.S. airports include New York (JFK), 
Philadelphia (PHL), Washington D.C. (IAD), Atlanta (ATL), Miami (MIA) and Los Angeles (LAX)).  Be 
prepared with a second/third choice in case the animal care facility at your preferred airport 
does not have space available on your travel date.  Check whether the facility accepts dogs 
transported in the cabin, as excess checked baggage and/or shipped as cargo, depending on how 
you would like your dog to travel. 
 

3. Animal care facili9es   hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/approved-care-facili7es.html 
Review informa7on about the reserva7on process and other details of the CDC-registered 
animal care facility at your preferred U.S. port of entry, in par7cular the 7ming of reserva7on 
requests (at least 30 – 45 days may be necessary at many facili7es).  If you wish to obtain cost 
es7mates, contact the facili7es to request those quotes.  Call the facility if you have ques7ons 
about their process or available space if you are on a 7ght 7meline.  For Miami arrivals, you will 
need to hire a customs broker to clear your dog through U.S. customs aQer revaccina7on. 
 

4. Airlines  
Begin researching which airlines transport dogs to your preferred airport, as some airlines do not 
transport dogs from high-risk countries or only offer flights to certain U.S. airports.  Note that 
the CDC requires that you arrive directly at the airport where you have a reserva7on at the 
animal care facility (transi7ng through airports in other countries, except Canada, is possible 
prior to arrival in the U.S., but entry at U.S. land border crossings is not allowed).  Carefully 
review all of the airline’s policies for pet travel to determine whether your dog can fly in the 
cabin with you, as excess checked baggage or shipped as cargo (manifest cargo is very 
expensive), as not every airline allows dogs to be transported all three ways.  Check to see if the 
airline suspends flying dogs during months of the year with especially high or low temperatures, 
over a certain number of hours flight 7me, has any breed restric7ons, size restric7ons, holiday 
period embargoes, or any other limita7on on transpor7ng dogs. 

 
5. Export requirements   

Although not part of the CDC dog import process, research what EXPORT requirements, if any, 
must be met for your dog to leave the country of departure.  Many countries require export 
permits and/or veterinary exams/treatments before your dog departs for the U.S.  Pay careful 
aCen7on to when these requirements are to be completed, as some may have a short validity 
period before your departure date. 

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/approved-care-facilities.html
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6. USDA/APHIS requirements  
Determine whether any USDA requirements apply to the departure country, and what, if any, 
health cer7ficates will be needed for entry to the U.S.  (hCps://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-
travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs )  Some expor7ng countries may include these USDA 
requirements in their export process. 
 

7. Requirements checklist 
A checklist of the import requirements is provided in Sec7on 3 with required comple7on 7mes 
so that you can more easily schedule veterinary appointments at the appropriate 7mes and 
iden7fy a possible U.S. arrival date(s) which is needed to make a reserva7on at the animal care 
facility serving your preferred U.S. airport.  
 

8. U.S. lodging and transporta9on  
Begin planning for lodging and transporta7on while at the U.S. port of entry and on route to 
your final U.S. des7na7on.  Note that not all U.S. domes7c airlines transport dogs within the U.S. 
 

Ø Are the CDC import documents available in other languages? 
 
The Cer$fica$on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina$on and Microchip form and instruc7ons are only 
available in English and must be completed in English (or accompanied by a cer7fied transla7on).  
Note that the informa7on provided on this document primarily consists of names, addresses, 
numbers and dates that are the same in many languages, so no transla7on may be needed, and you 
can also help your vet complete the form in English.  The other import document, CDC Dog Import 
Form, is available in both English and Spanish.  If completed in Spanish, the receipt you receive aQer 
submilng the form is provided in both languages.  Other documents such as the rabies 7ter test 
report must also be completed in English (or accompanied by a cer7fied transla7on). 
 

Ø About microchips 
 

All dogs entering the U.S. are required to have an ISO-compa7ble microchip which simply means that 
the chip has to be readable by a universal scanner, or the owner needs to have a scanner that can 
read the microchip.  Any brand of microchip is acceptable if it is readable.  Although a microchip is, 
literally a small thing, for dogs from high-risk countries it can make the difference between a 
problem-free importa7on and a very expensive one. 
 
The absence of a readable microchip or the lack of evidence of when a microchip was placed will 
invalidate any and all rabies vaccina7ons (and 7ter tests) the dog received prior to a verifiable 
microchip placement.  A documented microchip is the only way for the CDC to reasonably ensure 
that a dog that received vaccina7ons is in fact the same dog entering the U.S. 
 
There is no specific age or requirement on when a microchip must be placed other than that there 
must be evidence of a readable microchip that was placed before the veterinarian administers a 
rabies vaccina9on in order for that vaccina7on to be acceptable for CDC dog import purposes.  The 
microchip has to be clearly documented in the dog’s medical records and on the CDC import 
documents.  If your dog has an old microchip not readable by a universal scanner, your veterinarian 
can place a second ISO-compa7ble microchip.  

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs
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Follow the steps below to proceed through the CDC import process for foreign-vaccinated dogs 
from high-risk countries – note that these steps do not include any addi7onal tasks necessary for export 
requirements of the departure country, airline transport requirements and USDA compliance.     

 
Step 1:   Will your dog be at least 6 months of age upon arrival in the U.S.? 

Yes – go to next step 

No  – CAUTION, you can not enter the U.S. un7l your dog is at least 6 months of age, there 
are no excep7ons to this age restric7on.  Flag for the animal care facility if you  
will be submilng a reserva7on request when your dog is under 6 months of age  
but will be at least 6 months of age upon arrival in the U.S. 

 
Step 2:   Does your dog have a microchip? 

Yes – go to next step 

No  – your veterinarian will need to microchip your dog in step 12 
 
Step 3:   Is your dog’s microchip ISO-compa9ble, meaning is it readable by a universal chip scanner? 

Yes – go to next step (your veterinarian can determine if the chip can be read) 

No – you will need to have your vet implant an ISO-compa7ble microchip (or  
you need to bring with you a chip reader for the non-compa7ble microchip when  
entering the U.S.) 

 

Step 4:    Has your dog received a valid rabies vaccina9on administered aWer 12 weeks of age by a 
licensed veterinarian in any country?   

 
 Valid rabies vaccina7ons are only those that are administered on or at any 7me aQer a 

microchip is placed.  If the veterinarian cannot determine the date a microchip was placed, the 
date the microchip is first recorded in veterinary records is used. 

 
Yes – go to next step   
 
No  – unvaccinated dogs are not allowed to enter the U.S., your veterinarian must first 

vaccinate your dog in step 12  
 

Step 5:   Has the rabies vaccina9on expired or will it expire before arriving in the U.S.? 

Yes – your dog must be given a rabies booster vaccina7on by your veterinarian in step 12 

No -  go to next step 
 

Step 6:   Do you plan to submit a rabies 9ter test to avoid a 28-day quaran9ne upon U.S. arrival? 
 

Yes – go to next step 
 
No -  skip step 7 and go to step 8 
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Step 7:    Do you already have a valid rabies 9ter test report from a CDC-approved lab received in a 
prior year?   

 
 To determine if your 7ter test is acceptable for CDC import purposes, consult with your 

veterinarian who will make that determina7on or confirm your assessment (from page 16-17). 
 
  Yes --  go to next step 
 
  No --  your veterinarian can draw a blood sample for the 7ter test in step 13 or at a  

later date if a 30-day wai7ng period applies 
  

Step 8:    Schedule an appointment with your veterinarian as early as possible to begin the task of 
comple9ng exams, tests and import documents.   

  
NOTE:  If you are certain that your dog already has a valid rabies vaccina7on and a valid rabies 
7ter test result (if you plan to provide one), you can wait to visit your vet un7l 30 days prior to 
U.S. arrival to complete the Cer$fica$on of Foreign Rabies and Microchip document, because 
this document is valid for only 30 days aQer it is signed by the examining veterinarian (but 
check whether you may need to visit your vet earlier to meet export requirements). 

 

Step 9:    If you wish to obtain cost es9mates from the CDC-registered animal care facili9es, contact 
them to request those quotes.  Call them if you also have ini7al ques7ons about their process 
or available space. 

 

Step 10:   Begin gathering the informa9on, documents and photos needed to complete a reserva9on 
request at  your chosen animal care facility.   

•  Cer$fica$on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina$on and Microchip - this document is only valid  
for 30 calendar days from the date the examining veterinarian signs it.  If outside 30  
days from arrival, the animal care facility may ask that you provide a draQ of this  
document that you can fill in yourself  (see form and instruc7ons on page 18) 
 

•  CDC Dog Import Form – this form can be completed early but must be refiled  
before departure if anything changes such as port of entry or arrival date 
(see form and instruc7ons on page 23) – note that for dogs under one year of age,  
the CDC indicates that the photo for this form should be taken within 15 days of U.S.  
arrival. 

•  a copy of the rabies 7ter test report from a CDC-approved laboratory once received 
•  front and side photos of your dog 
•  photos of your dog’s teeth (see last page of this document for sample photos) 

  

Step 11:   Once you have determined a possible arrival date, submit a reserva9on request to your 
chosen animal care facility.    

 
 Make sure that you take into account any date and 7me zone differences between the country 

of departure and the U.S. port of entry.   
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Step 12:   Take your dog to the scheduled appointment with your veterinarian to do the following:   

Bring current and past rabies vaccina7on cer7ficates with you and a rabies 7ter test report if 
you already have one. 

1) confirm your dog’s age (must be at least 6 months of age upon U.S. entry) 
 
2) read the dog’s microchip with a universal scanner and confirm the chip number -OR-  

implant an ISO-compa7ble microchip if your dog does not have one 
 
3) administer an ini7al rabies vaccina7on (if your dog is unvaccinated) -  note that dogs must 

be at least 12 weeks of age for an ini7al vaccina7on to be valid 

 - OR – 

 administer a rabies booster vaccina7on if one is needed or the current vaccina7on will 
expire before arriving in the U.S. 

 
4) if you plan to provide a rabies 7ter test and do not already have an acceptable test 

report, the veterinarian will draw a blood sample (if it can be drawn at this 7me under 
the rules – see footnote 3)  and submit it to a CDC-approved laboratory for processing  
 
You may want to ask the vet to expedite shipment and/or processing of the blood sample 
if the lab is in another country or 7me is an important factor.  Currently only 11 high-risk 
countries have CDC-approved labs. 

 
5) if it is within 30 days of your U.S. arrival date, the veterinarian can complete and sign the 

import document Cer-fica-on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina-on and Microchip  
 
 if not within 30 days of your U.S. arrival date, schedule another appointment for the 

veterinarian to complete this task, as this import document is only valid for 30 days 
 
6) ask the veterinarian if there are any export requirements in your country 

 

Step 13:     Endorsement by the departure country’s official government veterinarian (footnote 4) 
 

Ask your veterinarian how to obtain endorsement by the official government veterinarian. 
 

Step 14:     Submit the endorsed Cer-fica-on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina-on and Microchip document 
and receipt for the CDC Dog Import Form to the animal care facility    

 
 Some airlines also require submission of these documents in advance of departure for review. 
 

 
 

Footnote 3:  If this is the dog’s very first rabies vaccina:on, the first vaccina:on a<er a microchip was placed, or it has not 
been 30 days from a recent valid vaccina:on, the veterinarian cannot draw a blood sample for the rabies :ter test un:l 30 
days a-er a valid vaccina3on, so you will need to schedule another appointment for the blood draw. 
 
Footnote 4:  The official government veterinarian is the expor:ng country’s veterinarian(s) who performs work on behalf 
of the government and can verify that the veterinarian comple:ng the CDC import document is licensed to prac:ce 
veterinary medicine in that country.  The office of an official government veterinarian is typically part of the government 
department responsible for health regula:ons applying to the import/export of live animals.   
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Step 15:    Have you received the rabies 9ter test report showing a passing 9ter value equal to or 

greater than 0.5 IU/mL?   
 

Yes – go to next step 

No – WAIT, you must have the 7ter test report BEFORE arriving in the U.S. to avoid a  
 28-day quaran7ne requirement 
 

Step 16:   Have you received official confirma9on of your reserva9on at the CDC-registered animal care 
 facility?  If not, follow up with the facility, as your dog will not be allowed on your flight without 

that confirma7on. 
 

Step 17:   DEPARTURE FOR THE U.S. 
 

  Make sure you have all the required documents before departure.  Print two copies of the 
documents to present to the airline agent at check-in and U.S. border agents upon arrival in the 
U.S.   

 
At or before check-in, the airline will confirm that:  
 1)  you have a CDC receipt obtained by submilng the CDC Dog Import Form  
 2)  the U.S. port of entry and arrival date on the CDC Dog Import Form are correct 
 3)  you have confirma7on of your reserva7on at the CDC-registered animal care facility 
  4)  you have any export documents (if required) 
 
If you do not have these documents, the airline is required to refuse boarding your dog. 
 

Step 18:   U.S. Arrival – You Made It !   
 

The animal care facility will provide instruc7ons on the process to follow when you land at your 
U.S. port of entry.  It typically follows the process described in the ques7on at the boCom of 
page 5, except for arrivals in Los Angeles (LAX) which may follow a different process.  Once your 
dog is revaccinated, the veterinarian will give you a new rabies vaccina7on cer7ficate with a 
new date when the next vaccina7on is due. 
   
TIP:  If you will be spending a por7on of your 7me in the U.S. in the future and do not already 
have a local veterinarian, you may wish to choose a USDA-accredited vet (not all vets are USDA-
accredited), because only accredited vets can issue USDA-endorsed export cer7ficates and the 
Cer$fica$on of U.S.-issued Rabies Vaccina$on document which will be needed to return your 
dog to the U.S. from high-risk countries.  Here is how to find a USDA-accredited vet:  
hCps://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do  

https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do
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Criteria for Rabies Titer Test      
 
Titer tests from CDC-approved labs are valid for the life of the dog as long as certain criteria are met. 
Determining whether a current or prior 7ter test can be used for CDC import purposes is essen9al, 
because without an acceptable 7ter test, your dog is required to quaran7ne for 28 days in the U.S. 
 
Below are the criteria that must be met. 

 
1) CDC-approved laboratory 

The test must be performed by a CDC-approved laboratory.  Confirm that the laboratory is included 
in the list at this link:  hCps://www.cdc.gov/importa7on/dogs/approved-labs.html   Note that there 
are only 11 high-risk countries with approved labs, so your sample may have to be sent to a lab in 
another country to be processed. 

   
If not from one of these approved laboratories, your rabies 7ter test will not be accepted for CDC 
import purposes and you must obtain a new 7ter test. 

 
2) Passing 9ter test result 

A passing 7ter test is one showing a 7ter value equal to or greater than 0.5 IU/mL.  This value will be 
clearly shown on the lab report. 

 
If the 7ter result is not at or above this level, your rabies 7ter test has failed and the test must be 
repeated.  To obtain a new 7ter test, your dog must be revaccinated and have another blood sample 
aQer revaccina7on (it is recommended to wait at least 14 days between revaccina7on and when the 
new blood sample is drawn). 

 
3) 30-day wai9ng period – Cau9on! 

The blood sample for a 7ter test must be drawn at least 30 days aQer either: 1) a current (unexpired) 
rabies vaccina7on administered on or aQer 12 weeks of age, or 2) a vaccina7on administered prior to 
the current vaccina7on as long as there is no gap between these two vaccina7ons.  See next page for 
note on how to calculate the 30 days. 
 
This wai7ng period is cri7cal, because if the sample is drawn in less than 30 days, the blood sample 
and associated 7ter test will not be accepted, and the 7ter test must be repeated. 
 

4) No gaps in vaccina9ons aWer the blood sample 
If the above three criteria are met, the last step is to confirm that there is no gap between all 
vaccina9ons on which the blood sample is based.  If there is any gap between vaccina7ons, even for 
just one day, the 7ter test will not be accepted and must be repeated.  To obtain a new test, your 
dog must be revaccinated and a blood sample drawn at least 30 days aQer the new vaccina7on. 
 
Historical vaccina7ons and any gaps that may have occurred are irrelevant unless you have a 7ter 
test from a number of years ago and wish to use it for import purposes.  Otherwise, you need recent 
rabies vaccina7ons with no gaps and at least one of those vaccina7ons was administered at least 30 
days before the blood sample is drawn.          

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/approved-labs.html
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To avoid an expensive 28-day quaran=ne, It is essen=al that your veterinarian review your dog’s 
rabies vaccina=on documenta=on to determine whether it will be accepted for U.S. importa=on 
or to confirm your own assessment.      ** SKIP THIS PAGE ** if you want your veterinarian to 
determine whether your 7ter test can be used for CDC import purposes. 
 
Use the table below to document your dog’s rabies vaccina>ons for review.   

  
Enter date for line 3  and then enter all other dates (if there is no vaccina:on on line 1 or 6, enter none) 

 
 

1 Administra:on date of the rabies vaccina:on (if any) immediately prior to  
the vaccina:on on line # 3 below      ___________________________.  1  
 

2 Expira:on date of vaccina:on on line # 1 above    ___________________________   2 
 

3 Administra:on date of the vaccina:on that was current 
when the blood sample was drawn (line 4) for the :ter test   ___________________________    3 
        

4 Date the blood sample was drawn for the rabies :ter test   ___________________________    4 
  

5 Expira:on date of the vaccina:on on line # 3 above   ___________________________    5 
 
6 Administra:on date of 1st vaccina:on (if any), a(er the blood  

sample was drawn       ___________________________    6 
 

7 Expira:on date of vaccina:on on line # 6     ___________________________    7 
 

8 Date your dog will arrive in the U.S. **    ___________________________    8 
 

 
** If more than one vaccina:on a<er the blood sample was drawn is needed (a<er line 7) to reach the U.S. 
arrival date on line 8, con:nue checking that there are no gaps between the subsequent vaccina:ons.  

 
A – If this period between the vaccina7on that was current at the 7me of the blood draw and the date 
when the blood sample was drawn by the vet is at least 30 days, the wait 7me requirement is met and 
you can con7nue with lines 5 – 8  (lines 1 and 2 are not needed). 
 
B – If the period in A is less than 30 days, then check the previous vaccina7on (line 1).  If the period from 
this previous vaccina7on to the date of the blood draw (line 4) is at least 30 days AND there is no gap 
between this previous vaccina7on and the vaccina7on on line 3, the wait 7me requirement has been 
met and you can proceed with lines 5 – 8. 
 

 
Calcula6on note: To determine the 30-day wait =me for the blood sample to be drawn a@er vaccina=on, the first 
day a@er the vaccina=on is administered is day number 1.  You can use the second part of this date calculator to 
check the number of days.   hHps://www.calculator.net/date-calculator.html 
 

  

no 
gap 

A 

B no 
gap 

https://www.calculator.net/date-calculator.html
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Cer.fica.on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina.on and Microchip document  
(to be completed by your veterinarian) 
 
Link:   h7ps://www.cdc.gov/importa3on/pdf/347457A_FRM_NCEZID_Foreign_vacc_dog-508.pdf 
 
IMPORTANT:  Sec6ons A – F of this document must be completed online using the fillable form or typed, 

except for the veterinarian’s signature which can be handwriHen.  Documents with handwriHen 
fields in these sec=ons will not be accepted.  Sec6on G can be handwriHen but all fields must be 
completed including email and telephone number. 
 
All dates must be in the format mm/dd/yyyy (month, day, year)  
 
Some countries have an approved varia=on of this form.    

 
Page 1 of 2 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/pdf/347457A_FRM_NCEZID_Foreign_vacc_dog-508.pdf
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Page 2 of 2 
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Veterinarian Instruc/ons for Cer/fica/on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina/on and Microchip 
 
Link:  h7ps://www.cdc.gov/importa3on/hcp/dog-importa3on/instruc3ons-comple3ng-the-cer3fica3on-of-

foreign-rabies-vaccina3on-and-microchip-form.html 
 

 
  

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/hcp/dog-importation/instructions-completing-the-certification-of-foreign-rabies-vaccination-and-microchip-form.html
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/hcp/dog-importation/instructions-completing-the-certification-of-foreign-rabies-vaccination-and-microchip-form.html
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Instruc/ons for Cer/fica/on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina/on and Microchip (con7nued) 
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Instruc/ons for Cer/fica/on of Foreign Rabies Vaccina/on and Microchip (con7nued) 
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CDC Dog Import Form 
 

The CDC Dog Import Form is a fairly simple form to be completed online shortly before depar7ng for 
the U.S.   You will receive a receipt by email typically within 30 minutes of submission (see sample on 
page 25) when you submit the form that must be presented to the airline when you check in for your 
flight and to U.S. border agents when arriving at the U.S. airport. 
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CDC Dog Import Form (con7nued) 
 
Link:  https://cdc-786687.workflowcloud.com/forms/090dc543-7b2f-4538-b2c7-2919d12ecc73 

Below is the top section of the first page of the form.  Make sure to check YES in the yellow highlighted 
section indicating your dog has been in a high-risk country.   
 
In Section A, if you will be flying with your dog, select Owner as the person listed.  If a family member or 
friend will be traveling with the dog, select Other.   If there is a co-owner (such as spouse or partner), 
you can include his/her information as the Consignee/Additional Owner so that either you or the co-
owner can fly with your dog using the same form. 

  

https://cdc-786687.workflowcloud.com/forms/090dc543-7b2f-4538-b2c7-2919d12ecc73


 

 - 25 - 

CDC Dog Import Form (continued)  – Sample Receipt 
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Owner/importer Instructions for completing the CDC DOG IMPORT FORM 
 
Link:  https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/dog-import-form-instructions.html 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/dog-import-form-instructions.html
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Owner/importer Instructions for completing the CDC DOG IMPORT FORM (continued) 
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Owner/importer Instructions for completing the CDC DOG IMPORT FORM (continued) 

 



 

 - 29 - 

Owner/importer Instructions for completing the CDC DOG IMPORT FORM (continued) 
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PHOTOS OF DOG’S TEETH  

These photos are submitted with reservations at the animal care facilities and used by the CDC/USDA 
veterinarian to evaluate age.    

Take two clear photographs of your dog’s teeth (make sure the photographs are recent) and include 
them with your reservation request.  

• front view of upper and lower teeth 	

• side view of upper and lower teeth 	

 

 
 


